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CONTACT: David Strike TEL: +61 (2) 9971
2559

E-MAIL: strikinc1@optusnet.
com.au

0ZTeK’09
Dive into Adventure
Keeping the passion alive by putting the thrill-factor back into diving, the OZTeK’09
Diving Conference & Exhibition’s tenth anniversary event is rapidly gathering
momentum to again prove that, “few shows in the world can pack a punch quite
like Australia’s OZTeK”.

A highlight event on the calendar of international diving shows, OZTeK’09 returns
to Australian Technology Park in Sydney, Australia, over the weekend of the 21 —
22 March 2009 and will again feature an exhibition showcasing the very best that
the world of diving has to offer complemented by an international cast of speakers
and presenters acknowledged as being among the worlds leading authorities in
their respective fields of diving expertise.

With a full programme of theatre presentations, seminars and workshops
spanning the complete range of diving interests - including deep wreck and cave
explorations, underwater photography and film-making, hyperbaric medicine,
diving safety, developments in diving technology, marine conservation and more
- the topics and talks will be both informative and entertaining, and provide the
diving community with the opportunity to meet, listen to and learn from, some of
modern diving’s most accomplished personalities.

Appealing to diving enthusiasts at every level of experience and interest, the
OZTeK’09 Exhibition will feature the very best and latest in equipment trends and

innovations, technology, training, underwater photography and travel opportunities.

Sydney.4thSeptember2008:-Nowonsalethroughparticipatingdive stores, diveclubs,ordirectly
from the organisers, everyone pre-purchasing a two-day Gold Conference Pass to OZTeK’'09
will be entered into the draw to win an overseas diving holiday courtesy of Dive Adventures.

To be staged at Australian Technology Park, Sydney, Australia, from the 21st
— 22nd March 2009, the internationally-acclaimed, OZTeK'09 Conference will
again feature an action-packed programme of presentations, seminars and
workshops designed to spark the imagination and keep the passion alive.

Offering a unique opportunity to be enthralled, educated and entertained by some of
diving’s most celebrated identities, the growing speaker list already includes: Leigh
Bishop, (UK); Dr Mike Gadd, (Singapore); Grant Graves, (USA); Kevin Gurr (UK); Jill
Heinerth, (USA); Richie Kohler, (USA); Simon Liddiard, (Indonesia); Pete Mesley (NZ);
Ron Micjan, (USA); Dr Simon Mitchell, (NZ); Martin Parker (UK); Carl Spencer, (UK) and,
Rick Stanton, (UK): While from Australia, the line-up already includes: Samir Alhafith,
Kevin Denlay, Richard Evans, Dr Andrew Fock, Max Gleeson, Karen Gowlett-Holmes,
David Harasti, Dr Richard Harris, Greg Hodge, Trevor Jackson, John Lippmann, Des
Paroz, Mark Ryan, Warrick McDonald, Tim Smith, Richard Taylor and Steve Trewavas.

While admission to the exhibition, (just $15.00 for the day) together with half-day Conference
Passes will be on sale at the door on the day, there’s no better way to enjoy the entire
0OZTeK’09 experience than with the advance purchase of either a Gold or a Silver Pass.

Pegged at the 2007 rate of just AUD$220.00, the Gold Pass offers delegates full two-day

access to all of the speaker presentations, break-out sessions, workshops and seminars, as

well as unlimited access to the exhibition and other Exhibition activities. Single day access

(either Saturday 21st — or Sunday 22nd March) is also available by purchasing a Silver Pass
at AUD$132.00.

The complete passport to the world of diving excitement, Gold and Silver pass-holders to
the OZTeK’'09 Conference are set for an underwater adventure like no other.

To book your Pass to OZTeK’09 - or for further information about the event - check out the
website at: www.diveoztek.com.au

www.southpacificdivers.com
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Feeling Lonely?

We've got plenty of dive buddies for you to pair up and
dive with. A lot of our diving is inexpensive and fun boat
diving.

ADVERTISE HERE

Contact wayne (@) southpacificdivers.com to find out
how you can come diving with us, meet new friends and
have some fun with our club on a dive. You don’t have to
be a member to come along and enjoy yourself.

A Little Nervous?

Come along to one of our relaxing, divemaster assisted,
dives. We’'ll even hold your hand if it helps. Join us for
an easy supervised dive.

The Next Step?

Been diving for a while and ready for the next step?
Sick of the same old dives?

Reach Active Divers

The Wet Rag gets
over 10,000
downloads a month!

Meet some of our experienced divers and learn from
them. We cater for divers of all skill levels, from our
active juniors group right through to our rebreather
special interest group and beyond.

Can you afford
to miss out?

Contact david (@) southpacificdivers.com

Contact wayne (@) southpacificdivers.com to join us on
our next club dive or to simply find out more.

Remember, you don’t have to be a club member to
check us out.
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Protecting our Grey Nurse Sharks

the giant puppy dogs of the ocean

from Shark Diver Magazine Issue 4 2004 Article and photos by Dave Harasti

“When you visit an aquarium you often come across a large ferocious looking shark with a  One of the major contributing factors to the species decline is its
mouthful of long pointy teeth that looks like it could devour you in one gulp. This is the look that  unusual reproductive biology. Grey nurses reach sexual maturity

sends shivers down the spine of anyone who goes swimming after watching a Jaws movie...” at 4-6 years for males and 6-8 years for females. They are an
R—— ovoviviparous species,
Fortunately this species is quite harmless and it is the poor misunderstood grey nurse shark meaning that they give

who’s appearance gives the impression that it could indeed be one of those ‘man
eater’ shark species. However, the grey nurse shark is no longer considered a
dangerous species by divers and is a very popular shark with aquariums

due to its fierce looks, big pointy teeth and ability to survive well in
captivity. | liken the grey nurse to a giant puppy dog; they are a

very curious species and are known to be placid when treated

with respect.

birth to pups after
they have hatched
from eggs within
the uterus. This is
where the reproductive
system gets interesting.
Up to 15 embryos start
developing in each of

the two uteri and the two
most advanced embryos in
each uterus then eat all the
other developing. embryos and
unfertilised eggs. This phenomenon
is known as inter-uterine cannibalism.
So they have basically eaten all their

brothers and sisters before they are born!

The grey nurse shark Carcharias taurus is a species
found worldwide and is known in the US as the sand tiger
shark and in Africa as the spotted ragged-tooth shark. In
Australia, the grey nurse is under serious threat and the
east coast population is listed as ‘critically endangered’
meaning that there is a very high possibility that the
species may become locally extinct.

In the past, the grey nurse shark had an undeserved
reputation in Australia as a man-eater. This reputation
led to indiscriminate killing of the species by spear
and line fishers from the 1950s to 1970s. The

The gestation period is also very long, lasting 9-12
months and the two pups are born at about 80cm

mass slaughter of thousands of grey nurse //' = * to 100cm in length. Females only reproduce every
sharks led to a dramatic decline in the - 2nd year, therefore on average only 1 pup per
numbers along the east coast of Australia. female is produced per year.

Divers reacted to this decline by voicing
their concerns to all that would listen
and the NSW Government protected

Research on the grey nurse sharks in Australia

the shark in 1984, making it the first has found that they migrate north - south at certain
shark to be protécted in the world. times of the year. It is believed that their migration
However, the east coast population has is in relation to changing water temperatures, as

still not recovered since its protection in 1984 and there are serious concerns that the numbers  they are generally found in water temps from 18 - 24 degrees celsius,
are still declining pushing it towards extinction. Scientists have estimated that there is between  gn( that they are also following prey species such as the jewfish and
300 and 500 individuals remaining on the east coast. This is not encouraging data for the grey Il
nurse. .
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'." Conservation

"-‘The plight of the grey nurse shark is now starting to be taken seriously by the

Australian government and scientists. In June 2002, the Australian government

released a national recovery plan for the species with the main recommendation

- being that all grey nurse shark aggregation areas must be protected as ‘sanctuary’

~ zones and that all forms of fishing should be banned from these sites. Unfortunately

~ for the shark, fishers do not share these views and there has been strong opposition
to the protection of these sites for the grey nurse.

The largest numbers of grey nurse sharks are found along the coastline of NSW. In
December 2002 the NSW Government declared 10 grey nurse aggregation
sites as ‘Critical Habitat’ for the species. These 10 sites are where grey
nurse aggregate and conduct important activities such as mating, feeding
and pupping. The declaration of these 10 grey nurse shark critical habitat
sites is a first for Australia and the only time critical habitat has been
declared in the ocean for any species. Within these 10 sites

special regulations apply for fishing and scuba diving,

which minimise any potential impact from these activities

on the grey nurse. Its to early to determine if the protection of

these sites will benefit the shark, hopefully overtime scientists

will find that shark numbers will increase within these locations.

Tracking the GNS

As part of the grey nurse shark research program, scientists

have initiated a tagging program to gain a better understanding of their migration
patterns and to provide a better estimate of their absolute abundance in Australian
waters. Sharks are caught by divers using a baited barbless hook, which is then
taken to the surface where it is placed in a sling along the side of a boat. Tags
are placed through both dorsal fins and display a three-digit number that is easy
to observe by divers underwater. When divers observe one of the tagged sharks
they can call the ‘Grey Nurse Shark Hotline’ to provide details on tag number and
the location.

One of the first sharks to be tagged was Neptune who was released back into the
wild in May 1999 at Flat Rock after spending three years in the Seaworld aquarium
located in Queensland. | resighted Neptune for the first time in June 2002 at Fish
Rock in NSW, three years after his release. The distance between his release site

www.southpacificdivers.com
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and Fish Rock is over 400km kilometres, he looked healthy and content hanging
out with 20 of his fellow buddies in the Fish Rock shark gutter.

Diving with Grey Nurse Sharks

| have been fortunate enough to dive all the grey nurse shark aggregation areas

along the Australian east coast and | have several favourite locations where you

can view these ‘puppy dogs’. In Queensland the best spot is a site called Wolf

Rock located off Rainbow Beach. At Wolf Rock it appears that there is a resident

pack of females that are present all year round and the males come in over the
summer months to mate.

In New South Wales, there are ten gxcellent

locations to choose from, these are the critical

habitat sites that were mentioned previously. Of

these sites, my favourite spot to dive with the sharks

is at Fish Rock at South West Rocks on the NSW north

coast. At Fish Rock, large numbers of big males and

females can be observed during winter and | have been

fortunate to witness on two separate occasion’s sharks

attempting to mate in the shark gutter. Another good spot to view

some big grey nurse sharks (larger than 3 metres) is at the Pinnacle
off Forster on the NSW north coast.

An excellent location to photograd the grey nurse is at the Tollgate Islands

on the NSW south coast over the January to April period. Up to 30 sharks
can be found in a gutter that is only 10 metres deep and on a good days’ visibility
excellent wide anglesshots with natural light can be taken. This is my favourite
spot to shoot images as bottom times are longemdug-to the shallow depth and
the sharks are very curious at this location and will swim straight up to you. On
more than one occasion I've had to move myself out of the way of a shark that
was not interested in changing direction! There is eq@n a site located on Sydney’s
doorstep, Magic Point located near Bondl Beaahand its only a 20 minute boat
ride out from Sydney harbour! -

So if you ever get a chance to visit Aus'?alia, try and fit into your schedule a visi,"[Ir
to one of these grey nurse shark locations for a dive with this critically endangered
species. Wharknows, it might not be too much longer beforegs@iving with the grey
nurse in Australia becomes a,very rare event...
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South Pacific Divers & St George Scuba Club’s )ay

Day. The combined Club Dive Day in cahoots with St eo og erla dropped back to 8 or 9 metres. | dive ith the
lot of good friends, 4 boats and 6 full' boat Ioads ofic . 1 e erﬁe " the YBOD (Yellow Box Of Death) and dropping in a
beach with a barbie and nibbles was a reat : ’ of Winter and. 12 metres followed the steps down and down to ;
roll into the Spring Diving Season. | ' _ the sand at 21 metres. The place was alive with
.l _" i f o i - . weedy seadragons every 3 or 4 metres. Schools
You could say that we were all big gir | ) f fIS were eing herded by metre ng King

Kelloe. The seas were relatively fla S . Whippe d all'of'a sudden | was in the |ddle of
the 15-18 Knot breeze would have ma W|th th chool and it was wall to wall fish.

three boats on the wreck but it has bee : ‘ ‘
and of course it will be re next time... . - I sw. into the Bay"‘along the sand Ilné a mst
' ; : [ ‘ - the current poking in‘and around the rock tha
Placing the entire blame for n t, N F ‘covered with sponges, plack wh|p
would be a long draw of the b \ - . e purple dongers. This has to be
; st reef dives around. The place is I|v |th
Indian Fish, small lion fish, blotched h:
and even little grotto’s of plneapple fish.
wreck purists right were the anchor Iande
the remains of a long since broken up wreck.

-u. L i - - !
Well well... | would have to say that we pulle@ off yet anoth . Clu'i D ver water e "" ed us like ‘2 mljnd ViZ

Large timber planking ‘clinker pe!!! litter

off a

the area. These timbers are 8 or cm3 think
le}

and 8 metres long so it would have com
substantial vessel.

Following the dive there was of course the
‘ o Combined Clubs BBQ 16 SPDC members
- ; 3 ‘ and a few spouses and kids mingled with 20 or so
-, W T45 St George with entrees of olives, chips and
Now | appreciate that he has had a very che past in several-unsuccessful a | course to the sufferance of Vegetarlans
attempts to dive this wreck but calling him a “Jonah’” is a little harsh and* F'want eve‘- , sausages, steaks, chicken kebab with
one to ease up on him just a*hotch or‘two. . -
u . P ‘ 5 nd an array of sauces including some St
4 # ‘ ; . L L ige Home made Chilli Sauce..
All jokes aside the St George boats dived'the nmi T :
of the Heads out of the “Blow” in the lee of the wind } Bob , - '
boat dived Henry's Head and Eggers R i . My thanks to Bob May for
dived the Angels Garden. L a s bringing his boat down and
doing two full boat dive

As | dropped in the water was unbel any clea » 1 _,“ | .1 p | runs and to the helpers on
advantage of blue current water whicishad welled i to 7 Y| h, the Barbie and all the other

Visibility was in excess of 30 metres. a -beglnndg members on the day that
there was a strong out going tide and the_ti ' 7 made the day a success.
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AUSTRALIA'S B

Aboard Spollsport explore the bast
of the Coral S5ea and Great Barriar
Reef. Dive with giant potato cod at
tha Cod Hode and enpoy the deap
walls and shark action of Osprey
Heal. Walk in Caplain Cook's
footsieps a&f Lizard Island and
crulze the Mwrguolse chain of
Hibbon Reefs.
- Witness 30 sharks In a feeding
franzy af the Ampithaalra,
- Swim with napolean wrasse, tuna
and barracwda al Narth Hom
Explore spectacular  walls
adorned with soft corals
= Elide dowm Lo the Manta Cleaning
Station at Fast Eddies
- Hang with hammearhead sharks
off the wall, April- October

_:,_Iﬂ_i ;."l'_'tlkﬁil"

S
iz t: +61 7 4050 5300 .

] 1-1!-:

WWW. mlkeball.nm e: resv@mikeball.com T
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Coming of Age

Rebreather Diving in Queensland by Trevor Jackson

you fair dinkum Trev? Are the guys at Mike Ball r
taking rebreather divers on board?”. “Yes we are
“Queensland is coming of age.”

Mike Ball Dive Expeditions have had a habit of setting trends since
its inception in 1969. Nearly 30 years later Mike is still breaking
new ground. In the last few months the dive crew aboard Spoilsport
has been developing a new set of dive procedures that will allow
us to become the only liveaboard in Queensland that can legally
supervise and conduct rebreather diving - without the need to import
specially qualified staff. This has always been a major hurdle as
most vessels do not have the staff trained up to do the job.

With the vast and awesome Coral Sea at our doorstep, it seemed
almost medieval to exclude rebreathers from the boat just because
everyone else had put them in the too hard basket. Out at Osprey
Reef, where close-up encounters with sharks and manta’s are
common, we could only wonder how much better the interactions
would be for divers who weren’t creating bubbles; how much closer
could we get to take those photos.

Inthe early months 0f 2008 we began
to piece it all together. What gear
would we need, what staff needed
to be trained, which procedures
needed to be created? It was a big
task but the enthusiasm to embrace
rebreather technology had swept
through the company. Everyone
wanted to learn and evolve.

In July this year we loaded five rebreathers onboard along with some

very excited divers and steamed north on our inaugural rebreather trip.

Onboard we had pre-arranged delivery of medical grade oxygen and

softener lime so all the had to do was turn up, flash their cert cards and
dive, dive, dive.

And dive they did. Touching distance from minke whales, turtles and tigers.
An elusive thresher shark came to visit, and the walls of Osprey rose up
cathedral like from the vast and endless depths. It was awesome and now it
was available to the world.
Australian divers whether they i
are in large groups or small,
can now enjoy the pristine
waters of the Coral Sea whilst

ol

taking advantage of the many
benefits which rebreather diving
brings; longer bottom times;
closer marine life interaction and
ultimate silence. No longer will
you have to use private vessels
or bring your own supervisor
to enjoy rebreather diving in
Queensland.

Spoilsport offers the ultimate in diver comfort and there is plenty of room

onboard for the extra space that rebreather users require. So now the

only question a rebreather diver might need to ask about using a unit

in Queensland is “Do | fancy hovering on a bottomless wall at Osprey
Reef surrounded by hammerheads in 70m visibility hearing only the sounds of the ocean?”
If the answer is yes, it's time to get on Spoilsport.

www.southpacificdivers.com
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Dive like an Egyptlan

. x

When most people think of EQypt they think of the Pyramlds and'the
Sphynx, however Egypt |§also home to one of the mq)st varied set d)f
diving experiencesavailable _ F | {'in/{dne trip.
Whilst -not beéing. 'close ,,

to + Australia,  Egypt

is & very popular
destination

amongst

European - - divers

due to the ease of

getting there and the

abundance of corals, fish,

wrecks and - Pelagics ~once

you arrive, not to mention the
normally warm and- very clear
water. Visibility is not uncommon'in
the 30-50m range and for most of the
year only a thin wet-suit is required.

Those of us with a little less bioprene have to wear

a dry-suit there in December to March due to wind chill
when you get out of the water, and the water temperature
ranges from 20 around that time of year to 28 degrees C in
July and August, the hottest months.

There are 2 main diving centres in Egypt:-

Sharm El Sheikh is positioned on the Sinai Peninsula bordering the
Gulf of Aqaba and also provides day boats and live-aboards to the
Gulf of Suez.

© Gareth Millson

www. scorpionfish.co.uk

www.southpacificdivers.com

.

by Will Loveday

Hurgh da |sjfUrther south on the Egyptlan mainland providing

ilive- eboard and’'day +boats ‘to  the more southerly Red Sea

destlnatlons such as the Brothers Islands.

This article focuses mainly on the-dellghts of diving from Sharm

el Sheikh. Sharm offers travellers the full range of diving activities

from your first try-dive, all the way through to the worlds deepest
technical wreck dive, and has dive sites to suit all abilities.

The most dived sites are the local sites called

‘The Gardens’ used mainly for

— training due to their sandy

bottoms and limited depth.

Name due to the closeness

to the harbour you have Near,

Middle and Far Gardens with the

in-between sites of ‘Niddle’ (between

near and middle) and ‘Fiddle’ (you

guessed it, between middle and

far....). As you might expect they

offer a slightly more limited number

of corals and fish than some of the

more famous sites due to the large

numbers of trainee divers that have used

them over the years. Having said that, they still

have a number of rock pinnacles teaming with glass

fish and other fish life, and the pinnacles also house

some well known cleaning stations where certain ‘in the

know’ guides have their regulator and teeth cleaned by the very
friendly cleaner wrasse that live there.

The site does also have some occasional visits from Large
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Napolean Wrasse, Turtles, Mantas and even the picture of the
Whaleshark in this article was taken at the Gardens. Imagine seeing
that on your first open-water dive! There are also the old red sea
classics, parrot fish, clown fish, antheas, trigger fish and the like — |
could go on.... (Whaleshark photo’s kindly provided courteousy of
Gareth Millson, these and other images are available for purchase
from www.scorpionfish.co.uk)

To the north of the Gardens near the island of Tiran and in the centre
of the Gulf of Agaba is a series of 4 reefs named after the people who
originally mapped them, Gordon, Thomas, Woodhouse and Jackson.
Easily accessible by day boats, these sites are only available to
more experienced divers due to the stronger currents, deeper dives
and pristine coral reefs. They are also a favourite to divers in search
of some of the Red Sea’s more interesting inhabitants, as they are
the best place to find Hammerhead Sharks.

For the Teccies out there you have some very interesting deep
caverns and swim throughs to go and play in. The corals here
are fantastic and offer an amazing range of colours and varieties.
I've also been lucky enough to see hammerheads and manta’s on
the back of Jackson on my last 3 trips there, it doesn’t get better
than that. At the front of Jackson you also have a red anemone
that glows in the lower light at around 28m depth and sharks are
also occasionally seen there, I've been fortunate enough to see a
Leopard Shark and White Tip Reef Shark there as well. The other
reefs are also worth a look as they are covered in pristine coral and
have a massive array of fish.

Further south along the Sinai Peninsulais found the Ras Mohammed
National Park. This is a protected marine reserve area with arguably
some of the best reefs in the Red Sea. The most famous sites are
‘Shark and Yolanda’ and ‘Jack Fish Alley’. When you dive in at ‘Shark
and Yolanda’, the dive normally starts on Shark Reef jumping in
quickly as the waves push the boat slowly toward the reef. Once
you are down depending on the time of year, there are usually a
large school of Jacks, and a large school of Barracuda between

www.southpacificdivers.com

you and the next reef. The currents can be a bit changeable so this is
either a strong fin towards Yolanda or a fast drift, though if you time it
right it can be just a gentle drift or fin. This site has everything to offer
from Nudi-branches, Guitar Sharks all the way up to a well known Black
Tip shark and not forgetting until 2007 Dave the once famous resident
Turtle. Dave having had his shell damaged by the prop of a boat, was
rescued and had his shell repaired by the National parks service (try
google for the full story).

The main reef then takes you to the wreck of the Yolanda. There are a
number of tales about how the ship crashed into the wreck however the
one obvious truth is that it was carrying a cargo of baths, toilets and the
captains BMW, bits of which are scattered amongst, and have actually
begun to form part of the reef system.

This area of the dive is normally
g encrusted with Blue Spotted
il;-\_ Rays, and the nooks and crannies
- of the reef also house a number of
‘ Morays which can be seen being
cleaned by the Blue Cleaner
Wrasse. There is also a resident
Napolean Wrasse which on my
last dive there was hunting with
one of the Morays around the reef,
Batfish which was spectacular to watch.
The main part of the wreck has fallen off the edge of the reef plate,
plunging down towards the 800m max depth but stopping short at
205m. Whilst undiveable for most of us recreational divers, for those
of a technical persuasion this was the site of the worlds deepest wreck
dive. During the attempt by Leigh Cunningham and Mark Andrews last
year they spent an impressive 6 minutes there, with the help of various
support divers, winning the world record.

So this neatly leads us onto the last part of my article — wrecks. If you
like to ‘get wrecked’ then the Red Sea really does have a few interesting
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options. The pinnacle of the Red Sea wrecks has to be the SS
Thistlegorm. This was a British merchant navy vessel loaded with
various goods, which was found by German bombers allegedly
searching for the Queen Mary. The pilots dropped two 1000lb bombs
on the ship killing 9 crew and sinking the ship.

The ship is at approximately 32m depth at its deepest going up to
about 16m at the upper-most reaches, and currents can be extremely
strong so this is for advanced divers only. This is however an ideal
depth for use of Nitrox to extend
your bottom time. Due to the strong

currents, many divers do very good

flag impressions holding onto the

boats mooring line while doing their

safety stop at the end of the dive. For

that reason, descents and ascents

are always done on the lines to the

boat, so be prepared for an active

dive.

==
i
ey

boot on SS Thistlegorn

&

Having coped with the currents and
depth there is a lot to see. You have
Enfield rifles, boots, tyres, trucks,
BSA Motorbikes, a train, a large gun, ammunition, winches and then
there are the fish.... On the wreck you will normally find schools of
Bat Fish and Barracuda that circulate, Crocodile Fish sit there trying
to blend in, and Nudibranches can be found holding on for dear
life when the current picks up. There are also resident Lion Fish
constantly hunting, and various other species can be found in and
around the wreck.

The wreck is easily penetrable, and for most of the dive there is
clear access to the surface when going through the hold area’s.
There are some concerns about how long the wreck will last as
it's such a popular site and some work has been done to reduce
the damage by boats tieing onto the wreck (sometimes it looks like
there are enough boats attached to re-float it!) so get out there and
see it whilst it's still diveable! For more information on this wreck
there are whole books out there — go and have a read.

www.southpacificdivers.com

It's hard to come up with another wreck dive that matches the spectacle
of the Thistlegorm, however there are a number of other wrecks available
to dive. The first one which is easily reached from Sharm is the Dunraven,
which still has the original boiler in place. It's a less challenging wreck
dive for the not so experienced divers, with an easier swim through,
though a lot less to see it's a good intro to wreck diving.

Alot more eerie and further south is the Salem Express, this is accessible

from Hurghada by day boat or by liveaboard, and at 32m max depth

going up to 10-12m it is about the same max depth as the Thistlegorm,
though with the less challenging
currents and better min depth, it
is more accessible again to less
experienced divers.

The Salem Express provided a
ferry service from Egypt to Saudi
Arabia before it sankin 1991 when
the captain made a fatal decision
to try and navigate through a
Armoured Personnel Carrier treacherous reef system at night
in a storm.
Sinking in just 20 minutes the captain’s decision caused the death of at
least 470 people and he also went down with his ship. Due to bodies still
being on board deeper within the wreck, most guides will only let you
penetrate the captain’s cabin out of respect, and as you navigate around
the wreck and see the un-used life-boats and scattered possessions there
is definitely an odd feel to the dive. Despite that it’s still an interesting
dive, and the surrounding area has a nice selection of marine life too,
including Morays and lots of Gobi’s and Clown Fish.

Soif you are interested in great viz, warm seas, Turtles, Sharks, Manta’s,
Whalesharks, huge schools of Fish, wrecks or just a warm holiday when
it's cold in Europe - Egypt is definitely the place to go! The pricing from
the UK is extremely cheap off season, so you get diving to challenge the
Maldives but at a third of the price. Who can argue with that!
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Tom, Byron- 50 years, of: diving,

It was the winter of 1958, seven years after the first scuba regulator and hard to breathe. After about 15 minutes underwater breathing became
appeared in Australia, when | purchased every single piece of extremely difficult and | started to swim toward the surface as fast as | could
scuba diving gear in Mick Simmons sport store at the Haymarket and found myself out at sea a long way from land, or so it seemed. The swim
in Sydney. It consisted of one rubber hood, a rather small face back on the surface was difficult particularly when free styling. Back on the
mask, a 40cf grey cylinder with canvas straps and a twin hose beach blue and shivering with cold and lungs half full of sea water, | pondered
regulator, the brand name now escapes my memory, | think it whether | had made the right choice buying diving gear that cost more than
may have been an old British "Sealion" a small pair of rubber two weeks wages at that time.

fins a pair of gloves a weight belt and a dodgy type of knife. After

buying the complete outfit for approximately 50 pounds ($100) However, no matter what happened that day | was hooked on scuba diving.

the salesman said to me "Well

son you have just bought our
entire stock of scuba diving
equipment. My reply was "Is
there any air in the cylinder?"
He said to me. “| don't know;
try it out in Gordon's Bay near
Clovelly". | did the next day,
Saturday. Within minutes of
entering the water without
any instruction of how to use
the gear, as no instruction
agencies were in this country
at that time and without a wet
suit, | could not see a thing,
the inside of my mask fogged,
water was beginning to get up

my nose, my ears were beginning to pain and the air tasted bad

www.southpacificdivers.com

A week or two later | decided to have another
attempt at the new sport of scuba diving but
there was little air in my cylinder and | knew
of no one who could fill it for me. | thought
there were bound to be one or two people in
the telephone directory. But there was nothing.
What a mess, a brand new scuba unit | cannot
use. So back | went to Mick Simmons with
my empty cylinder under my arm hoping they
could fill it for me or perhaps know of someone
who pumps air into diving tanks. The salesman
was most helpful. He said he did not know of
anyone in Sydney. "So why in hell did you sell
me the tank in the first place?" | said, and then
left the shop.

Well that's it. My career as a deep sea diver had ended almost before it
started. The following weekend | took my girlfriend Renee, later my wife,
to Clovelly Sea Pool for an outing and you guessed it there as large as life
itself was another scuba diver. He had air in his tank and | did not. He told
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me that at Clovelly was a person who had one of those things that pump
air into diving cylinders. He also said, it was in his backyard and introduced
himself as Colin Peard. He charged me two shillings and six pence (26
cents) to fill my tank. At the time | thought it was a bit of a rip-off.

During the next few years the biggest impact on the fledging sport of
scuba diving was a series of Hans Hass films on television called Diving to
Adventure. But the one that had the most profound effect upon the diving
community and the general public was the long running series titled "Sea
Hunt". Mike Nelson (Lloyd Bridges) was its hero. He always got his man,
there was no extreme violence and no one was murdered. They were both
shown on Sunday nights one at 6.00 o'clock the other at 6.30, so every
Sunday evening after a days diving | would be glued to my black and white
television set.

During the early to mid 1970s | embarked on a number of expeditionary
dives throughout the South Pacific Islands and Atolls. With a small group
of experience dive buddies we visited places such as Egum Atoll, Hermit
Islands, Wuvulu Island, Maldives, outer
Coral Sea Reefs and Atolls, the Cook
Islands, the Louisiade Archipelago large
group of islands

and many more K]

too numerous o e Dieed
to mention. The
most exciting by
far was our month
long trip along

the Louisiades.
When we arrived
at Russel Island
at the far end of
the archipelago,
we were met by wild tribesmen that had rarely seen white people before.
Their ancestors about 120 years ago killed and ate 300 Chinese from the
wreck of the sailing ship St Paul that struck a reef not far from the island.

www.southpacificdivers.com

Whilst there | dived upon this wreck and explored two World War 11
submarines that lay nearby in a large coral lagoon.

By 1990 | had published 7 divers guide books covering all of the New
South Wales and Queensland coast from Tweed Heads on the New
South Wales, Queensland border to Thursday Island at the top end
of Queensland. The four Queensland books cover the Great Barrier
Reef as well as the Coral Sea reefs and Atolls. | also wrote the first
history book about scuba diving and
spearfishing in Australia. (The first 80
years between 1917 and 1997. All of
my ten books now come with separate
CDs and video clips. Recently | wrote
a book regarding shipwrecks along the
southern New South Wales coastline
and another about reef sites also along
the southern coast of this state.

In all the books published | have dived mapped and described 1272
reefs and shipwrecks (some not yet listed in my books) locations
along the entire east coast of Australia, more than any other scuba
diver in this country and | am still continuing to locate new reef and
wreck locations for future divers guide books. All books how come
with CDs.

Over the years | have won many international underwater
photographic competitions. During my lifetime as a scuba diver |
have been privileged to meet many wonderful people associated with
the sport. Not a bad average.

Thank you for taking the time to read my short and abbreviated
diving history. There has also been another life that | have lead
during my diving career involving motor sports, a company director
and inventor of building products also retail dive stores and dive
charter boat operator but all that is another story.
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TS Navwvy Diver has ship
mammed inmn Ihis homouwur by David Chillari

United States Navy diving pioneer Carl Brashear has been honoured by having a
Military Sealift Command dry cargo ship named in his honour.

Brashear was born in Tonieville, Larue County, Kentucky in 1948. After enlisting in
the navy he went on to train as a navy diver in 1954,

On January 6 1966 two US planes were lost near Spain during refuelling. Aboard
one of the planes was a hydrogen bomb. Over the next two and a half months he
was part of the operation to find the bomb.

During the salvage operation a cable snapped and caused a pipe to almost cut his
left leg off below the knee. The leg was subsequently amputated. He was evacuated
to the naval hospital in Portsmouth, Virginia where, due to infection, he faced years

or recovers and rehabilitation.

Men of Honour(sp?)

After he was fit enough to serve again, from 1967-1968 he was assigned the Harbor Clearance Unit Two, Diving
School. After a long struggle, in 1968 he was accepted as the first amputee diver in US history. Then in 1970 he
became the first Afro-American Master Diver.

He served another 10 years in the Navy, eventually attaining the rank of Master Chief Boatswain’s Mate in 1971.
He retired from the Navy in 1979 with the rank of Master Chief Petty Officer.

Carl Brashear died at the Portsmouth Naval Medical Centre in 2006
His story is told in the 2006 film Men of Honor (Honour)
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The Dangers of
Rebreathers

STEVE CROSS

. Adelaide-based hyperbaric
: surgeon Dr Richard Harris

»% (AKA Dr Harry) was lucky
to escape injury when his
Mk15.5 rebreather suffered

a catastrophic meltdown.

IO

nA=Z>ITNAMS

“When your life depends on your equipment,
you deserve to have it serviced by

While returning from an
the best in the business.”

expedition to the Nullabor.

A fire, possibly caused by

a faulty battery, ignited

the O2 and caused a fire

that engulfed his beloved
4WD.

We are happy to hear that
the insurance company
has paid up.

Phone/Fax 02 96425359
PO BOX 61

Greenacre
NSW 2190

email: admin(@)scubamechanics.com
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SIRDICEVIENVIBIEI RSRIRI@EANEE
Wayne Philips

What'’s your nickname?

Amongst some lovely expletives Wayno, Waynos, and the infamous
“Tackelberry “due to me wearing camouflaged gear. | only wear it
because | can get dirty and no one will be able to see it lol.

How long have you been a club member?

Have been associated with SPDC for approximately 2 years now.
thanks to Dave Chillari asking me to come along, glad | did for

| have some wonderful memories and have met some really
interesting ,skilled and genuinely lovely people .For whom a couple
have taken me under their wing for which | am deeply grateful .

It all started when | was in Dave Chillari’s back yard and saw his
bcd set up and asked” hey what does this do” ?To which he replied
“put it on “ before | knew it | had booked a trip on the “SS Nimrod
“and hadn’t even dived yet !! Literally that week | signed up for the
open water course completed as many dives as | could in 3 months
and was off to GBR and have never looked back .Once again |
must mention how grateful | am to be associated with SPDC, the
relaxed atmosphere and down to earth approach not only to diving
but our interactions with each other. Go South Pac!!!!

What sort of diving do you enjoy most?

Of late deep n wreck diving, looking forward to doing more wrecks
in the near future. Had done predominately reef and rock hops but
now alas the taste for rust!!'!Go the Hoff! Love going to new dive
sites as the thrill and anticipation of exploring somewhere you have
never been before is so exhilarating, some of the Bommies on

the Ribbon reefs of the GBR were spectacular .As was diving with
the Dwarf Minke whales for 6 hours talk about wrinkly skin!!! Even
when we were out of the water and having dinner in the galley we
all could see these majestic creatures still hanging around.

What is the most common misconception that people have
about you?
That I'm in the Mafia because | wear a suit every day, SIMPLY NOT

What kind of music are you into?

I grew up in the era of the 70,s and remembering the disco hits
while sitting in the back seat while mum was driving to where ever
,still get happy hearing those hits they bring back “great childhood

memories “of good times but enjoy a wide variety of music from
some classical to 70,s to now including dance music .Favourite
piece would have to be Parker bells,s cannon in d major those
violins get me every time !

Any phobias?
Heights.Dont want to even go there

What temptations are you powerless to resist?

Mortal sin (A three different chocolate layered cake) who ever
invented it should receive a Christmas card every year for the rest
of they’re lives.

What do you like to do in your spare time when you’re not
diving?

Professional blugder when in the mood, bike riding,
movies and being on a seefood diet | see it, | eat it...

What’s your favourite dive site and why?

| Would have to be to date the SS Tuggerah and the Cod Hole
made famous by Rod and Valerie Taylor The “Tuggerah being
my first real wreck and deep go the Hoff ! And the Cod hole for
the interaction with those massive Potato cods’ was absolutely
awestruck watching them being fed!

What’s the most annoying thing someone could do to you on a
dive?

Silt up and buddies disappearing on me especially when | needed
help the most.

If you could go anywhere on the planet to dive where would

you go and why?

Anywhere along south East Asia, the combination of warm water,
wrecks, and reefs, the marine life and spectacular scenery not to
mention the food.....did | mention | was on a seefood diet???lol

If you could have a ‘celebrity’ dive buddy who would you
choose?

Patrick Stewart so | we get caught in current he can say ‘beam me
up scotty’ (ed. Who needs ‘Scotty’ when you have Scot ‘Hoff’
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D AN WANT TO COME DIVING?
EINDIOUIT WHAT’S ON'ANDWHERE!
ASIA « PACIFIC

’-’E"i:rt.-t-r‘ Eui}:,ﬁ'g LY bf—-ve’:.- EC:-fEi:Eél-

South Pacific Divers Club has now been established as a
DAN Asia-Pacific Promoter.

Our Promoter Number is P-513.

Please ensure that this number is included on all application forms
submitted to DAN even if you apply online via their website.

The Club will recieve points for each NEW member that signs up with
DAN and quotes the number above. These points can then eventually be
redeemed for merchandise, hopefully we will be able to get an oxygen
first aid kit or even some books for the club library.

We only receive points for signing up new members and only for
members who are residents or nationals of the Asia-Pacific region
(excluding Japan).

DAN provides:

Worldwide Emergency Evacuation Coverage for Members.

Optional Dive Injury Insurance Services for Members.

Funding and/or manning 24-hour diving emergency hotlines throughout the region.
Non-emergency diving medical advice, accident management training, and undertaking
data collection and research to enhance dive safety.
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DIVING PRODUCTS DIVING PRODULCTS

IAKE
IHE

BUUNGES

It may seem scary at first but you’re not
the first to do it. Why not give it a go? The
more people that do it the better.

Who knows, you might even like it.
Writing an article or dive report is easy!

Do your bit for the club. Write a dive report or article today and get it published imthe next Wet R

www.southpaaﬁcd|ve_rsgcom_




Born March 4, 1979 in Grove, Northern Territory to an Australian father and
Thai mother .6ft 2° Nickname, “Skippy”

Just to mention some of Geoff’s performances:
Olympic silver and bronze medallist,
8 times world record holder,
6 times world champion,
5 time Commonwealth gold medallist.
Was Cleo Bachelor of the Year in 2003

Is involved with various charities around Australia including Ambassador of
the Sir David Martin Foundation.

Geoff states that some of his passions include
surfing, fast cars, spending money, socialising, and scuba diving.
Geoff is a certified rescue diver, Geoff’s favourite dive sites are in Thailand.
He has also dived throughout Southeast Asia.

What Geoff loves about diving the most? “The freedom, the time to think
and the absolute fascination for marine life”.
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Check out some of

our other great
publications...

Bad weather plus
bored divers =

I’'m Too Sexy
_ (for my Drysuit)

INTER- RACIAL RELATPOHSHIFS

I
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| spurhern Cross Divers

Want to learn more about technical diving?

Drop in for a chat with Barry, Australia’s leading technical
diving instructor at Australia’s most experienced technical
dive centre and leading rebreather friendly store.

Location:

Unit 3 Catalina Anchorage

235 Spit Rd

Mosman, Sydney, NSW 2088
Tel/Fax: +61 2 99695072
barry@southerncrossdivers.com.au

Sowthern Croves Divers

www.southpacificdivers.com

New guest access

Dive in and see

see what we do!

Come and have
some fun with us

on the NEW CLUB FORUM
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BOAT OWNERS

Email: geoff (@) southpacificdivers.com Email: bobmay (@) hotkey.net.au

Phone: 0404 554 554 Phone: 0428 295 516 or 02 4579 1053

Location: Barden Ridge Location: Windsor

Boat Type: Barjump’n r Boat Type: 6.5m Marlin Broadbill, 8 shallow, 7 deep
Favourite type of diving: Wrecks Favourite type of diving: Reef & Photography

Email: pennynscott@optusnet.com.au )
Phone: 0406 049 449 1 Email: pf_plate (@) tpg.com.au
Location: Milperra : Phone: 0424 812 483

Boat Type: Sea Puncher Boat Type: 4.3m in_ﬂgtable - 3 divers
Favourite type of diving: Wrecks and Deep ! Favourite type of diving: Various
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ON THE PROWL

Who hates their dive gear SO much they are constantly trying to
throw it into the ocean?

Which ex-committee member was seen with an ‘L’ plate on the back
of their rebreather with an ‘80 feet'depth limit’?

Who f@rted too much in their new drysuit they shot to the surface
like a missile?

Who enjoys an after dive Korean banquet?

TIPS FROM THE GURU

Spring time means warmer weather which is great for an
after dive barbeque or luncheon. The water may still be
a little chilly but conditions in a good wetsuit or drysuit
you are sure to enjoy the water.

With the weather warming up be prepared for more of

our famous breakfast dives. Dive at 7.30am and then a

huge cookup afterwards. So dust off that dive gear and
et back into the water. For some the surface interval
as been way too long.

Get out there and get wet!

Join Us

Like to join the South Pacific Divers Club?
Membership has many benefits including:

» Like minded people to dive with.

» Mentoring - Learn more about diving. Increase your diving skills b-y
diving with others. Experienced members are keen to help you learn more.
Group organised education such as first aid and boat handling courses.

+ Adventure - New places to dive. New things to see.

- Boat Dives - Charter boats at discount rates and a number of members
boats are available to dive from. Not for profit diving with new friends.

+ Develop Special Interests - Rebreather, Photography, Ecology,
Wrecks, Exploration.

« Free Independent Advice - Equipment, sites to dive, trips away, etc.

« Social Activities - BBQs, Barefoot Bowls, Wine Tasting, Movies, Charity
events, Paintball, and much more.

« Life long friendships and contacts in the diving industry - Not just a
club, it’s a way of life.

To join simply fill in the form on the last page and post to
P.O. Box 823, Bankstown, NSW, 2200.

Better yet, come along to one of our club meetings held every

3rd Monday of the month at Bankstown Sports Club, Greenfield

Parade, Bankstown. Email membership@southpacificdivers.com
for more information.
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